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January 2025

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: This report includes a synopsis of status of the SF Bay Trail;, Plan Bay Area 2050+
Final Blueprint Progress Update; update on Misc. Housing Issues; and, Save the Date for the ABAG Assembly
scheduled for June 20, 2025.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY TRAIL: On January 16, 2025, the ABAG Executive Board adopted a resolution that
authorizes ABAG/MTC to reclaim and carry out the current statutory mandates of SB 100 (Lockyer, 1987)
under the ABAG/MTC Bay Trail work program and dissolve the September 5, 1990 agreement between ABAG
and the San Francisco Bay Trail Project Nonprofit effective January 2025. The resolution envisions that the SF
Bay Trail Nonprofit would work under another nonprofit (yet to be identified) that would be able to be
competitive for grant funds to continue the acquisition of trails and maintain the existing trails established
through the SF Bay Trail program.

Since 1989, cities and counties have invested in the Bay Trail to provide equitable access to the San Francisco
Bay, stimulate local economies, and protect precious natural resources supporting the region’s climate
resilience efforts. What has been accomplished to date is extraordinary—but vital sections remain to connect
and complete the Bay Trail. ABAG and MTC staff consolidated in 2017 and now are working as one integrated
team to promote better collaboration and integration on common goals, and to achieve operating efficiencies.
MTC and ABAG have partnered with the Bay Area Trails Collaborative (BATC), a regional trails collaborative
under Rails to Trails Conservancy to establish the Friends of the Bay Trail working group for informational
updates.

The SF Bay Trail Project Board passed several resolutions in late 2024 to pursue a new organizational partner
and fiscal agent and eventually transition their nonprofit functions to a new nonprofit organizational partner.
Three members of the SF Bay Trail Project Board addressed ABAG Executive Board and asked for seed funding
which was denied by the ABAG Executive Board. Certain Bay Trail policy responsibilities will now be carried
out under the joint MTC Planning and ABAG Administrative Committee. | was the only Executive Board
member to vote NO on the resolution since it is unclear whether another nonprofit would take over for the SF
Bay Trail Board of Directors and it is uncertain as to what ABAG/MTC would continue to provide to the Bay
Trail Network.

PLAN BAY AREA 2050+ FINAL BLUEPRINT ADOPTION: In July 2023, MTC/ABAG kicked off Plan Bay Area 2050+,
a limited and focused update to the regional vision for transportation, housing, economic development, and
environmental resilience. In parallel, staff have been advancing the Transit 2050+ effort in close coordination
with transit operators to develop a comprehensive update to the plan’s transit strategies to support system
connectivity, ridership recovery, reliability, and more.

Following approval of the Plan Bay Area 2050+ Draft Blueprint strategies and growth geographies for further
study in January 2024, staff released outcomes from the Draft Blueprint Analysis in June 2024, as well as the
Draft Network from the parallel Transit 2050+ process in July 2024.

staff have completed two extensive rounds of public and stakeholder engagement, most recently summarizing
findings from the second round of engagement for MTC/ABAG committees in November 2024. Finally, in
December 2024, staff provided a more detailed overview of proposed Final Blueprint Transportation Element
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strategies and projects, as well as a further refined transportation revenue forecast, weaving in Final Network
recommendations that emerged from the Transit 2050+ process.

On January 16, 2025, the ABAG Executive Board approved Plan Bay Area 2050+ Final Blueprint Growth
Geographies and the Final Blueprint Strategies, including Final Transportation Project List and Final Resilience
Project List. As this update is a limited and focused update to Plan Bay Area 2050, this updated focused on:

(1) updating baseline data and planning assumptions to align with the most recent and best available
information during this time of significant uncertainty; and

(2) revising plan strategies to respond to current conditions and needs, given the many challenges and hurdles
the Bay Area is facing.

However, staff acknowledges that the Final Blueprint has not explored every possible scenario or trajectory for
the region — whether for funding, growth, or investment paradigms. This type of scenario planning will be
prioritized for Plan Bay Area 2060, a major plan update that will kick off in early 2026 and which will also align
with the next Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) cycle.

Staff will return to the ABAG Executive Board in spring 2025 to present further analysis on this Final Blueprint
package and on forecasted outcomes.

MISC HOUSING ITEMS:

On December 11, 2024, | participated in a webinar hosted by ABAG staff on new housing laws in California.
More than 300 housing staff from jurisdictions around the region participated in the webinar where attorneys
from Goldfarb and Lipman LLP presented a summary of the new state housing laws that could impact
jurisdictions’ housing processes, and included action items and summary information to help jurisdictions
comply with the new laws. | highly encourage all elected officials to preview the new housing legislation.
Attached is the table of contents for the document which can also be obtained by clicking here: 2024-new-
housing-laws summary-Dec-2024.pdf. Lastly, if you are interested in viewing the webinar, please click here:
2024 New Housing Laws Webinar | Association of Bay Area Governments

On January 16, 2025, HCD staff from the housing policy unit conducted a webinar on the 2025 changes on
recent changes to the Annual Progress Report (APR) which is the annual report filed by all jurisdictions in the
state to chart progress in implementing their Housing Elements. The HCD team explained the new
requirements for 2025 and highlighted tools to help cities and counties complete the report.

The first round of grant funding for the Regional Housing Technical Assistance (RHTA) Program ended in 2024.
This work will continue until 2026 with Regional Early Action Planning 2.0 funds. Some highlights from the first
three years of the RHTA Program include helping 95 jurisdictions bring their Housing Elements into substantial
compliance with state law as of Dec. 2024 and granting about $11 million directly to the region’s 109
jurisdictions to support local priorities, including support for seven subregional Planning Collaboratives serving
eight counties. For more information, go to: RHTA Program Highlights First Three Years of Technical Assistance |
Association of Bay Area Governments

SAVE THE DATE: ABAG GENERAL ASSEMBLY — JUNE 20, 2025

The annual ABAG General Assembly will be held at the Bay Area Metro Center in San Francisco on Friday, June
20, 2025. All ABAG delegates and/or alternates, please save the date. More information will be distributed in
the next few months.
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ATTACHMENT: Table of Contents for the 2024 New Housing Legislation Summary

Following is the Table of Contents for a document prepared for the Association of Bay Area Governments
(ABAG) Regional Housing Technical Assistance (RHTA) program, that summarizes significant housing legislation
passed in the 2024 legislative session and signed into law by Governor Newsom. All bills become effective on
January 1, 2025, unless otherwise noted.
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